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L’attualità del Soft Power può sorprendere, 
in una stagione che evidenzia intensi conflit-
ti, vaste fratture legate all’uso e all’annuncio 
unilaterale della coercizione (militare, politica, 
commerciale), e una crescente sfiducia verso 
soluzioni multilaterali condivise.

In stagioni come questa, in effetti, è e re-
sta possibile il “Potere dell’attrazione e della 
persuasione”. A due condizioni principali: che 
si propongano convincenti, nuove strade da 
percorrere in rapporto con le opinioni pubbli-
che e le istituzioni nazionali e internazionali 
anche attraverso un uso corretto e traspa-
rente delle opportunità digitali e IA; che si 
propongano riforme profonde e rapidamente 
efficaci di strumenti collettivi che hanno di-
mostrato di funzionare male.

Va ribadito sempre con chiarezza che il Soft 
Power: Non comporta il rifiuto del legittimo 
esercizio della forza. Non si pone come alter-
nativa all’Hard Power (militare, ed economico) 
con cui assicurare dissuasione, difesa, e rea-
zioni commisurate rispetto a minacce ed ag-
gressioni.

Noi crediamo che sia prezioso far dialogare 
un gruppo di personalità di eccezionale valo-
re, scoprire e valorizzare le opportunità che il 
Soft Power può dispiegare per l’interesse delle 
nostre Nazioni, sviluppare e condividere idee 
e proposte di interesse generale per la Comu-
nità Internazionale.

Francesco Rutelli 
Presidente e fondatore Soft Power Club

The topicality of Soft Power may surprise, 
in a season that highlights intense conflicts, 
vast fractures linked to the use and unilateral 
announcement of coercion (military, political, 
commercial), and a growing distrust towards 
shared multilateral solutions.

In seasons like this one, in fact, the “Power 
of attraction and persuasion” is and remains 
possible. Under two main conditions: that they 
propose convincing, new paths to follow in re-
lation to public opinion and national and in-
ternational institutions also through a correct 
and transparent use of digital and AI opportu-
nities; that they propose profound and rapidly 
effective reforms of collective tools that have 
proven to work poorly.

It must be clearly reiterated that Soft Power: 
Does not imply the rejection of the legitimate 
exercise of force. It does not present itself as 
an alternative to Hard Power (military, and 
economic) with which to ensure dissuasion, 
defense, and commensurate reactions to 
threats and aggression.

We believe that it is valuable to have a
group of very distinguished personalities di-

alogue, discover and enhance the opportuni-
ties that Soft Power can deploy for the interest 
of our Nations, develop and share ideas and 
proposals of general interest for the Interna-
tional Community.

Francesco Rutelli 
Founder and President Soft Power Club
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The conference received the Medal of the 
President of the Republic. This award will be 
illustrated by Amb. FABIO CASSESE,
Diplomatic Advisor to the President 

Message from the Prime Minister of France
FRANCOIS BAYROU

Welcome Remarks
MATTEO LORITO
Dean University of Naples Federico II

Remarks
GAETANO MANFREDI
Mayor of Naples and President ANCI 
(National Association of Italian Municipalities)

Videomessage
ADOLFO URSO
Minister of Enterprises and Made in Italy 

Introduction
FRANCESCO RUTELLI

Moderators
VINCENZO DE LUCA
Ambassador 

PAOLA PICA
journalist

h 10:30 - 13:30 
Aula Magna, Centro Congressi 
Federico II University *

Speakers

ALBERTO TRIPI
President Almaviva Group

FATIH BIROL
Executive Director, International Energy Agency (IEA) 
(remotely connected)

AURELIANO CICALA
General Director MSC Crociere Spa

YUAN DING
Professor and former Dean CHINA EUROPE 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SCHOOL – CEIBS

FATOU JENG
Former Climate Advisor to the United Nations Secretary 
General (YAG); executive Office of the UN Secretary General

ROBERTO NAPOLETANO
Director Il Mattino

LORD CHARLES POWELL
Foreign Affairs Adviser to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher

BARBARA QUACQUARELLI
Professor, University of Milano Bicocca - Director, MIT Sloan 
Management Review Italia

FABIO PANUNZI CAPUANO
VP Business Development & Corporate Diplomacy, TIM Sparkle



The Transformative Role of Culture, 
Cultural Diplomacy and Creative Industries

Strategic Dialogue & Solutions 
for the Eastern Mediterranean Region

CONFERENCE HOSTED BY IED 
(Institute of European 
Democrats, Brussels) 

may26Monday may27Tuesday

* Naples - Via Partenope, 36 * Naples - Via Chiatamone 61/62

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
UNIVERSITY OF NAPLES 
“L’ORIENTALE”

Moderator
CRISTINA BATTOCLETTI
writer and journalist Il Sole 24 Ore

Videomessage
CHARLES RIVKIN
Chairman and CEO of the Motion 
Picture Association (MPA)

h 15:00 - 17:00 
Aula Magna, Centro Congressi 
Federico II University *

Speakers

ANA LUIZA MASSOT THOMPSON-FLORES
Director UNESCO Liaison Office in Geneva

GABI SCHMIDT
Bavarian State Government’s Commissioner for Volunteering

SNEŠKA QUAEDVLIEG-MIHAILOVIĆ
Secretary-General of Europa Nostra

GENNARO COPPOLA
CEO One More Pictures

SAMIA NKRUMAH
Board of Trustees of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

GIOVANNI LOMBARDI
President Advisory Board Museo e Real Bosco di Capodimonte

ARIANNA TRAVIGLIA
Coordinator Center for Cultural Heritage Technology (CCHT)

Conclusions
ALESSANDRO GIULI
Minister of Culture

Welcome Remarks
ROBERTO TOTTOLI
Dean Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”

Coordinator
LUIGI GIANNITI
Head of the Research Department Italian Senate

h 11:00 - 12:30 
Sala Convegni, Università 
Orientale di Napoli *

Roundtable

PIETRANGELO BUTTAFUOCO
President La Biennale di Venezia

BENEDETTO CARUCCI VITERBI
Rabbi and writer

HRH PRINCE TURKI AL-FAISAL AL SAUD
CARDINAL PIERBATTISTA PIZZABALLA
Patriarca Latino di Gerusalemme

Conclusions
HRH PRINCE EL HASSAN 
BIN TALAL OF JORDAN
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H.R.H PRINCE 
EL HASSAN BIN AL TALAL 

OF JORDAN

IRINA BOKOVA
former Director General 

UNESCO

FATIH BIROL
Executive Director, 

International Energy Agency

HELEN CLARK 
former Prime Minister of New Zealand 

and Administrator UNDP (United 
Nations Development Programme)

YUAN DING
Professor and former 
Dean CHINA EUROPE 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
SCHOOL – CEIBS

AMITABH KANT
CEO National Institution for 

Transforming India (NITI)

KIRAN MAZUMDAR-SHAW
Executive Chairperson Biocon 

& Biocon Biologics

LORD CHARLES POWELL
former Private Secretary and 
Adviser on foreign affairs to 

Lady Thatcher, Chairman 
British Museum Trust

CHARLES RIVKIN
Chairman and CEO of the 
Motion Picture Association 

(MPA)

ANA LUIZA MASSOT 
THOMPSON-FLORES
Director of the UNESCO 
Liaison Office in Geneva

JUAN IGNACIO VIDARTE
Director General 

Guggenheim Museum Bilbao

PHILIPPE DONNET
CEO Generali

REBECA GRYNSPAN
Secretary-General UNCTAD 
(United Nations Conference
 on Trade and Development) 

CECILIA MALMSTRÖM
former European Commissioner 
for Trade and for Home Affairs

FATOU JENG
Founder of Clean Earth 

Gambia

JUAN MANUEL SANTOS
Former President of Colombia 

& Nobel Peace Laureate

ALBERTO TRIPI
Almaviva Group 

President

SAMIA NKRUMAH
Founder and Director 

Kwame Nkrumah Foundation

FRANCESCO RUTELLI
President and Founder 

Soft Power Club

JOSEPH S. NYE, JR. 
Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University
Permanent Guest Soft Power Club

The Soft Power Club remembers 
the extraordinary  figure of 
Joseph Nye( 1937-2025), theorist 
of ‘Soft Power’, and permanent 
guest of the association who 
passed away at the age of 88.



Founder and President
FRANCESCO RUTELLI
 
Founders
GIANLUCA ANSALONE
CARLO GALLAVOTTI
BARBARA MAZZI
PAOLA SANTARELLI

Steering Committee
FABIO CASSESE
VINCENZO DE LUCA
LUCA FERRARI
LUIGI GIANNITI
CECILIA PICCIONI
ETTORE SEQUI
STEFANO STEFANINI

Project Coordinator
ELENA GIACOMIN

President’s Secretariat
LUCIA LEONI

Press Office 
ANDREA ALICANDRO

Graphic Designer
RICCARDO BIZZICCARI
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soft power club 

La 6a Soft Power Conference è realizzata con il sostegno di Almaviva 
e dell’Institute of European Democrats (IED) di Bruxelles, con il supporto di Tecno Group 
e One More Pictures, con il Patrocinio del Comune di Napoli e dell’Università Federico II, 
in collaborazione con Università di Napoli L’Orientale.

Con il sostegno di

Con il supporto di

Con il patrocinio di In collaborazione con



softpowerclub.org 
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